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noble efforts; let him not talk about the terra firma
of positivism, and the perils of a transcendental flight;
let him rather remember that it is the earth's gra-
vitation alone that renders the higher regions inse-
cure, and that the less we consist of flesh and blood,
of bone and sinew, and the more we have of life and
spirit about us, so much the less force do we require
to bear us upwards towards light and towards hea-
ven. If this be indeed nought but a metaphor,
yet it is a metaphor which contains in it a moral
and a truth, namely, that just as we give ourselves
up to the government of the senses, whether in our
moral or intellectual life, the higher regions of
thinking and feeling become inaccessible to our
footsteps, and that just as we cast ourselves on the
direction of our rational, our moral, and what we may
most properly term our spiritual nature, seeking all
the light that is proffered there, from whatever
source, in that proportion does the horizon of our
knowledge expand, and the radiance of a divine
glory light up regions of contemplation, and of
hope, which before lay buried in the mists and ex-
halations of this lower world.